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The Serpent Column, a bronze sculpture that has stood in Delphi and Constantinople, today Istanbul, is a
Greek representation of the Near Eastern primordial combat myth: it is Typhon, a dragon defeated by Zeus,
and also Python slain by Apollo. The column was created after the Battle of Plataia (479 BC), where the sky
was dominated by serpentine constellations and by the spiralling tails of the Milky Way. It was erected as a
votive for Apollo and as a monument to the victory of the united Greek poleis over the Persians. It is as a
victory monument that the column was transplanted to Constantinople and erected in the hippodrome. The
column remained a monument to cosmic victory through centuries, but also took on other meanings.
Through the Byzantine centuries these interpretation were fundamentally Christian, drawing upon serpentine
imagery in Scripture, patristic and homiletic writings. When Byzantines saw the monument they reflected
upon this multivalent serpentine symbolism, but also the fact that it was a bronze column. For these
observers, it evoked the Temple's brazen pillars, Moses' brazen serpent, the serpentine tempter of Genesis
(Satan), and the beast of Revelation. The column was inserted into Christian sacred history, symbolizing
creation and the end times. The most enduring interpretation of the column, which is unrelated to religion,
and therefore survived the Ottoman capture of the city, is as a talisman against snakes and snake-bites. It is
this tale that was told by travellers to Constantinople throughout the Middle Ages, and it is this story that is
told to tourists today who visit Istanbul. In this book, Paul Stephenson twists together multiple strands to
relate the cultural biography of a unique monument.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Buckley:

This The Serpent Column: A Cultural Biography (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) book is not really
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Serpent Column: A Cultural Biography (Onassis
Series in Hellenic Culture) without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry The Serpent Column: A Cultural Biography (Onassis Series in
Hellenic Culture) can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Serpent Column: A Cultural
Biography (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so
you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Samuel Hamby:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this The Serpent Column: A Cultural Biography (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture), it is
possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make
them reading a book.

Cinthia Jacobsen:

Beside this particular The Serpent Column: A Cultural Biography (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) in
your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live
in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Serpent Column: A Cultural Biography (Onassis Series in
Hellenic Culture) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
the item? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Adam Carter:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or



real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Serpent Column: A Cultural Biography (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture)
can make you feel more interested to read.
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