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Why are we surprised when smart people act foolishly? Smart people do foolish things all the time.
Misjudgments and bad decisions by highly educated bankers and money managers, for example, brought us
the financial crisis of 2008. Smart people do foolish things because intelligence is not the same as the
capacity for rational thinking. The Rationality Quotient explains that these two traits, often (and incorrectly)
thought of as one, refer to different cognitive functions. The standard IQ test, the authors argue, doesn't
measure any of the broad components of rationality -- adaptive responding, good judgment, and good
decision making.

The authors show that rational thinking, like intelligence, is a measurable cognitive competence. Drawing on
theoretical work and empirical research from the last two decades, they present the first prototype for an
assessment of rational thinking analogous to the IQ test: the CART (Comprehensive Assessment of Rational
Thinking).

The authors describe the theoretical underpinnings of the CART, distinguishing the algorithmic mind from
the reflective mind. They discuss the logic of the tasks used to measure cognitive biases, and they develop a
unique typology of thinking errors. The Rationality Quotient explains the components of rational thought
assessed by the CART, including probabilistic and scientific reasoning; the avoidance of "miserly"
information processing; and the knowledge structures needed for rational thinking. Finally, the authors
discuss studies of the CART and the social and practical implications of such a test. An appendix offers
sample items from the test.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Joiner:

In other case, little people like to read book The Rationality Quotient: Toward a Test of Rational Thinking
(MIT Press). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important any book The Rationality Quotient: Toward a Test of Rational Thinking (MIT Press). You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Norman Williams:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Rationality Quotient:
Toward a Test of Rational Thinking (MIT Press) book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Diana Pearson:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Rationality Quotient: Toward a Test
of Rational Thinking (MIT Press) is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Linda Gordon:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Rationality Quotient: Toward a Test of
Rational Thinking (MIT Press) can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you
have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Rationality Quotient:
Toward a Test of Rational Thinking (MIT Press).
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