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The exploits of Alexander the Great were so remarkable that for centuries after his death the Macedonian
ruler seemed a figure more of legend than of history. Thinkers of the European Enlightenment, searching for
ancient models to understand contemporary affairs, were the first to critically interpret Alexander’s
achievements. As Pierre Briant shows, in the minds of eighteenth-century intellectuals and philosophes,
Alexander was the first European: a successful creator of empire who opened the door to new sources of
trade and scientific knowledge, and an enlightened leader who brought the fruits of Western civilization to an
oppressed and backward “Orient.”

In France, Scotland, England, and Germany, Alexander the Great became an important point of reference in
discourses from philosophy and history to political economy and geography. Voltaire, Montesquieu, and
Robertson asked what lessons Alexander’s empire-building had to teach modern Europeans. They saw the
ancient Macedonian as the embodiment of the rational and benevolent Western ruler, a historical model to be
emulated as Western powers accelerated their colonial expansion into Asia, India, and the Middle East.

For a Europe that had to contend with the formidable Ottoman Empire, Alexander provided an important
precedent as the conqueror who had brought great tyrants of the “Orient” to heel. As The First European
makes clear, in the minds of Europe’s leading thinkers, Alexander was not an aggressive militarist but a
civilizing force whose conquests revitalized Asian lands that had lain stagnant for centuries under the lash of
despotic rulers.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Johnson:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The First European: A History of Alexander in the Age of Empire book is
readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer regarding The First European: A History of Alexander in the Age of Empire content conveys the
idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different available as it. So , do you still thinking The First European: A History of Alexander in the Age of
Empire is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

James Cansler:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the publication untitled The First European: A History of Alexander in the Age of
Empire can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Steven Purdy:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a publication. The book The First European: A History of Alexander in the Age of
Empire it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
provides high quality.

Cleora Yarbro:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native or
citizen need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those books have many
advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With the book The
First European: A History of Alexander in the Age of Empire we can take more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with



your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book The First European: A History of
Alexander in the Age of Empire. You can more desirable than now.
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