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Although Herman Melville's masterworks Moby-Dick  and Benito Cereno have long been the subject of
vigorous scholarly examination, the impact of African culture on these works has received surprisingly little
critical attention. Presenting a groundbreaking reappraisal of these two powerful pieces of fiction, Sterling
Stuckey reveals how African customs and rituals heavily influenced one of America's greatest novelists.

The Melville that emerges in this innovative, intertextual study is one profoundly shaped by the vibrant
African-influenced music and dance culture of nineteenth-century America. Drawing on extensive research,
Stuckey reveals how celebrations of African culture by black Americans, such as the Pinkster festival and the
Ring Shout dance form, permeated Melville's environs during his formative years and found their way into
his finest fiction. Also demonstrated is the extent to which the author of Moby-Dick is indebted to Frederick
Douglass's depiction of music, especially the blues, in his classic slave narrative. Connections between
Melville's work and African culture are also extended beyond America to the African continent itself. With
readings of hitherto unexplored chapters in Delano's Voyages and Travels in the Northern and Southern
Hemispheres and other nonfiction sources--such as Joseph Dupuis's Journal of a Residence in Ashantee --
Stuckey links Benito Cereno and Moby-Dick , pinpointing the sources from which Melville drew to fashion
major characters that appear aboard both the Pequod and the San Dominick .

Combining inventive literary and historical analysis, Stuckey shows how myriad aspects of African culture
coalesced to create the unique vision conveyed in Moby-Dick and Benito Cereno. Ultimately, African
Culture and Melville's Art provides a wealth of insight into the novelist's expressive power and the
development of his distinct cross-cultural aesthetic.
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From reader reviews:

Rubye Carter:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take African Culture and Melville's Art: The
Creative Process in Benito Cereno and Moby-Dick as your daily resource information.

Glenn Wallin:

The book untitled African Culture and Melville's Art: The Creative Process in Benito Cereno and Moby-
Dick contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language
is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read
this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order
it. Have a nice study.

Joan Marcial:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication African Culture and Melville's Art: The Creative Process in Benito Cereno
and Moby-Dick was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know
how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many
ways to get book that you just wanted.

Ana Vela:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. Through the book African Culture and Melville's Art: The Creative Process in Benito
Cereno and Moby-Dick we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person
must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being
doubt to change your life with that book African Culture and Melville's Art: The Creative Process in Benito
Cereno and Moby-Dick. You can more attractive than now.
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