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America has had a love affair with opera in all its forms since it was first performed here in colonial times.
This book - the first comprehensive cultural and social history of musical theater in the United States -
includes vignettes of productions, personalities, audiences, and theaters throughout the country from 1735 to
the present day. John Dizikes tells how opera, steeped in European aristocratic tradition, was transplanted
into the democratic cultural environment of America. With a wealth of colorful detail, he describes how
operas were performed and received in small towns and in big cities, and he brings to life little-known people
involved with opera as well as famous ones such as Oscar Hammerstein, Jenny Lind, Gustav Mahler, Enrico
Caruso, Milton Cross, Maria Callas, and Leonard Bernstein. He tells us about the often overlooked African
American contribution to operatic history, from nineteenth-century minstrel shows to the work of Scott
Joplin and Marian Anderson, and he discusses operetta and Broadway musicals, recognized everywhere in
the world as one of the triumphs of American twentieth-century art. Dizikes considers the increasingly
diverse operatic audiences of the twentieth century, shaped by records, radio, and television, and he describes
the places where opera now flourishes - not only New York, Chicago, and San Francisco, but also St. Louis,
Boston, Dallas, Houston, Santa Fe, Seattle, and elsewhere. Generously illustrated and engagingly written, the
book is a fitting tribute to its subject - as grand and entertaining as opera itself.
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From reader reviews:

Federico Hayward:

The book Opera in America: A Cultural History make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Opera in America: A Cultural History to get
your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Opera in
America: A Cultural History. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Stacia Cobb:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Opera in America: A
Cultural History book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Annette Spafford:

Here thing why that Opera in America: A Cultural History are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as
food or not. Opera in America: A Cultural History giving you information deeper and in different ways, you
can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Opera in America: A Cultural History.
It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the
world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even
in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the
form of Opera in America: A Cultural History in e-book can be your alternate.

Delaine Valencia:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Opera in America: A Cultural
History reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand
by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Opera in America: A Cultural History as good
book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book
by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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