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Originally published in Warsaw in 1913, this beautifully written memoir offers a panoramic description of
the author's experiences growing up in Kamieniec Litewski, a Polish shtetl connected with many important
events in the history of nineteenth-century Eastern European Jewry. Although the way of life portrayed in
this memoir has disappeared, the historical, cultural, and folkoric material it contains will be of major interest
to historians and general readers alike.

Kotik's story is the saga of a wealthy and influential family through four generations. Masterfully interwoven
in this tale are colorful vignettes featuring Kotik's family and neighbors, including rabbis and zaddikim,
merchants and the poor, hasidim and mitnaggedim, scholars and illiterates, believers and heretics,
matchmakers and informers, and teachers and musicians. Stories of personal warmth and despair intermingle
with descriptions of the rise and decline of Jewish communal institutions and descriptions or the
relationships between Jews, Russian authorities, and Polish lords. Such events as the brutal decrees of Tsar
Nicholas I, the abolishment of the Jewish communal board known as the Kahal, and the Polish revolts
against Russia are reflected in the lives of these people.

The English edition includes a complete translation of the first volume of memoirs and contains notes
elucidating terms, names, and customs, as well as bibliographical references to the research literature. The
book not only acquaints new readers with the talent of a unique storyteller but also presents an important
document of Jewish life during a fascinating era.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Shippee:

This Journey to a Nineteenth-Century Shtetl: The Memoirs of Yekhezkel Kotik (Raphael Patai Series in
Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person,
why. The reason why of this Journey to a Nineteenth-Century Shtetl: The Memoirs of Yekhezkel Kotik
(Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) can be on the list of great books you must have
will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that
might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place
and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Journey to a Nineteenth-
Century Shtetl: The Memoirs of Yekhezkel Kotik (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and
Anthropology) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of
critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Rachel Louviere:

The book Journey to a Nineteenth-Century Shtetl: The Memoirs of Yekhezkel Kotik (Raphael Patai Series in
Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very
suited to you. The book Journey to a Nineteenth-Century Shtetl: The Memoirs of Yekhezkel Kotik (Raphael
Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Harold Walsh:

The guide untitled Journey to a Nineteenth-Century Shtetl: The Memoirs of Yekhezkel Kotik (Raphael Patai
Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see
the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of Journey to a Nineteenth-Century Shtetl: The Memoirs of Yekhezkel Kotik (Raphael Patai Series in
Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Catherine Graziani:

This Journey to a Nineteenth-Century Shtetl: The Memoirs of Yekhezkel Kotik (Raphael Patai Series in
Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Journey to a Nineteenth-Century Shtetl: The
Memoirs of Yekhezkel Kotik (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books



develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in
reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't
miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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